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January 6, 2015 
 
 
The Honorable Board of Supervisors 
County of Los Angeles 
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration 
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, CA  90012 
 
Dear Supervisors: 
 

FISH AND GAME PROPAGATION FUND GRANT AWARD  
(THIRD SUPERVISIORIAL DISTRICT) 

(3-VOTES) 
 

SUBJECT 
 
Recommending approval to award grant funds from the Fish and Game Commission 
Propagation Fund to the Resource Conservation District of the Santa Monica Mountains 
(RCDSMM) for a Malibu Creek data sonde replacement. 
 
IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD:  
 
Approve the Fish and Game Propagation Fund Grant request in the amount of $5,451 to 
the RCDSMM for the replacement of a data sonde and other equipment, which provides 
critical water temperature and dissolved oxygen data needed to support the continued 
survival of endangered southern steelhead trout. 
 
PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION 
 
At its meeting held on August 14, 2014, the Commission approved a grant request in 
the amount of $5,451 to the RCDSMM for the replacement of a data sonde, which 
provides critical water temperature and dissolved oxygen data needed to support the 
continued survival of endangered southern steelhead trout.  This summer’s drought 
condition has required introduction of supplemental flows, and the temperature and 
dissolved oxygen data has been crucial to help monitor the effectiveness of this effort.  
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The RCDSMM staff and Stream Team volunteers currently conduct monthly water quality 
monitoring and maintenance of the data sonde and temperature loggers in Malibu Creek.  
RCDSMM’s data is provided to local managers to assist in monitoring the effectiveness of 
augmented stream flows and document conditions prior to the proposed removal of 
Rindge Dam.  Since 2011, the RCDSMM has been maintaining a continuously recording 
data sonde in Malibu Creek using equipment donated for the project from the National 
Park Service Mediterranean Learning Center and California State University Channel 
Islands (CSUCI).   
 
In 2012, the Commission provided funding to cover the replacement of a dissolved 
oxygen probe and some calibration solutions.  The new dissolved oxygen probe is moved 
between the two sondes as they are swapped out for monthly maintenance.  The need to 
share the oxygen probe has created various issues resulting in several months of lost 
data.  RCDSMM has a long history of research, education, outreach and implementation 
of watershed planning and restoration within the Santa Monica Mountains and has 
provided important resource management information to constituents since 1961.   
 
The grant request is to obtain a new Troll 9500 sonde to replace the CSUCI equipment 
and to outfit it with new probes that will be more reliable and not require sharing between 
sondes.  Additionally, the calibration solutions, as well as the temperature loggers need to 
be replaced.  The Commission has determined that the grant will promote conservation 
and the propagation of fish and wildlife thus benefiting the County of Los Angeles and the 
State of California.   
 
Since 1952, the Commission continues to support activities and projects that promote the 
best methods for the propagation and protection of fish and game in the State of 
California and Los Angeles County. 
 
IMPLEMENTATION OF STRATEGIC PLAN GOALS 
 
Providing funds for this improvement is consistent with the County’s Strategic Plan Goal 
No. 1 & 3 (Operational Effectiveness & Integrated Services Delivery).  The replacement of 
the data sonde at Malibu Creek will help to provide critical water temperature and 
dissolved oxygen data needed to support the continued survival of endangered southern 
steelhead trout, thereby, enhancing the propagation, protection and restoration of fish and 
wildlife. 
. 
FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING 
 
There is no impact to the General Fund.  The approved expenditure will be charged to the 
Fish and Game Propagation Fund, which has sufficient funds to cover the cost.  The Los 
Angeles County Fish and Game Propagation Fund is financed from a percentage of 
penalty assessments collected relating to fish and game code violations in Los Angeles 
County. 
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FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS 
 
Section 13100 et seq. of the Fish and Game Code establishes guidelines for the 
expenditure of fines levied for fish and game code violations.  It includes enhancing fish 
and game activities including protection, conservation, propagation, and preservation of 
fish and wildlife. 
 
IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS) 
 
This Board action enhances the education, conservation and the propagation of fish and 
game thus benefiting County of Los Angeles and the State of California. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
John H. Hybarger 
Chairman 
 
JHH:bf 
 
Attachments 
 
c: Interim Chief Executive Officer 

Acting Executive Officer, Board of Supervisors 
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